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The Lewis and Clark expedition is both one of the greatest geographical adventures
undertaken by Americans and one of the best documented at the time. The University
of Nebraska Press edition of the "Journals of Lewis and Clark" now reaches volume 10
of the projected 13 that will contain the complete record of the expedition. In order
that the fullest record possible be kept of the expedition, captains Lewis and Clark
required their sergeants to keep journals to compensate for possible loss of the
captains' own accounts. The sergeants' accounts extend and corroborate the journals
of Lewis and Clark and contribute to the full record of the expedition. Volume 10
contains the journal of expedition member Sergeant Patrick Gass. Gass was promoted
to sergeant on the expedition to fill the place of the deceased Charles Floyd. His
journal was subsequently published and proved quite popular: it went through six
editions in six years. A skilled carpenter, Gass was almost certainly responsible for
supervising the building of Forts Mandan and Clatsop; his records of those forts are
particularly detailed and useful. Gass was to live until 1870, the last survivor of the
expedition and the one who lived to see transcontinental communication fulfill the
promise of the expedition. Gary E. Moulton is a professor of history at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and recipient of the J. Franklin Jameson Award of the American
Historical Association for the editing of these journals.
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