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East Asian democracies are in trouble, their legitimacy threatened by poor policy
performance and undermined by nostalgia for the progrowth, soft-authoritarian
regimes of the past. Yet citizens throughout the region value freedom, reject
authoritarian alternatives, and believe in democracy.

This book is the first to report the results of a large-scale survey-research project, the
East Asian Barometer, in which eight research teams conducted national-sample
surveys in five new democracies (Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand, and
Mongolia), one established democracy (Japan), and two nondemocracies (China and
Hong Kong) in order to assess the prospects for democratic consolidation. The
findings present a definitive account of the way in which East Asians understand their
governments and their roles as citizens. Contributors use their expert local knowledge
to analyze responses from a set of core questions, revealing both common patterns
and national characteristics in citizens' views of democracy. They explore sources of
divergence and convergence in attitudes within and across nations.

The findings are sobering. Japanese citizens are disillusioned. The region's new
democracies have yet to prove themselves, and citizens in authoritarian China assess
their regime's democratic performance relatively favorably. The contributors to this
volume contradict the claim that democratic governance is incompatible with East
Asian cultures but counsel against complacency toward the fate of democracy in the
region. While many forces affect democratic consolidation, popular attitudes are a
crucial factor. This book shows how and why skepticism and frustration are the ruling
sentiments among today's East Asians.
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评论

写报告时的参考书，尤其是其中对democracy的分类，democracy is such a complex
thing, so what is democracy? frankly say i don't know

-----------------------------
朱云汉是研究东亚民主著名的学者，目前一直在主持东亚民主晴雨表的项目。书挺好懂
，跳着看的，收录了东亚很多的国家，值得重看。在风起云涌的东亚民主化进程中，越
南、缅甸、马来西亚，究竟会如何被阐释呢？
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