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This light and airy bow to the Darcys after their marriage offers an acceptably
Austenian setting. With their children and those of their neighbors and friends coming
into their own, it behooves Elizabeth and Darcy to give a ball; they're mostly offscreen
while several Pride and Prejudice plot lines are resolved neatly. Mr. Collins finally
receives his feverishly anticipated inheritance of Longbourn; he dreams of leaving the
clergy and joining the landed gentry. (Charlotte Collins, his wife, must be ambiguous
about his goals, in deference to her friendship for Elizabeth Darcy.) Miss Anne De
Bourgh, daughter of the late redoubtable Lady Catherine De Bourgh, is found happily
married to a husband with great musical enthusiasm, if not talent, producing one of
the gentle humorous moments in the work. Charlotte Collins experiences quite a
change of life as well, as much due to Mr. Collins's late-developing affection for her as
from his unusual reaction to the final chapter of The Olde Curiosity Shop. Missing is any
real dealing with the passing of Elizabeth's father, Mr. Bennet, or Elizabeth's reaction to
it, but the addition of the Collins's daughter, Eliza, is a welcome one. This mildly
charming addition keeps the Austen mill churning. (Mar.)
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Product Description

While Jane and Lizzie plan a lavish ball at Pemberley, the Darcys' second son falls in
love with the Collins' daughter, first-born Juliet Darcy is almost lured into an
elopement, and Georgiana's timid daughter Lucy is the new target of Miss Caroline
Bingley's meddling.

The Darcys Give a Ball is a charming and very amusing imagining of the next
generation of Jane Austen's beloved characters from Pride and Prejudice and other
novels, where all the young people come together for a surprising and altogether
satisfying ending. Sons and daughters share the physical and personality traits of their
parents, but of course have minds of their own, and as Lizzie says to Jane: "The
romantic attachments of one's children are a constant distraction."

"Jane would be proud of you." -Juliet McMaster, Professor of English, University of
Alberta

"A tour de force." -Marilyn Sachs, author of First Impressions
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