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HISTORY was written nearly 3 decades after Morante spent a year hiding from the
Germans in remote farming villages in the mountains south of Rome. There she
witnessed the full impact of the war and first formed the ambition to write an account
of what history does when it reaches the realm of ordinary people struggling for life
and bread. The central character in this powerful and unforgiving novel is Ida Mancuso,
a schoolteacher whose husband has died and whose feckless teenage son treats the
war as his playground. A German soldier on his way to North Africa rapes her and
leaves her pregnant with a boy whose survival becomes Ida's passion, and her source
of joy and meaning amid universal catastrophe.
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