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Vivid and dramatic, this is a dazzling history of the modest family which rose to
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become one 

of the most powerful in Europe.

The Medici is a remarkably modern story of power, money and ambition. Against the
background of an age which saw the rebirth of ancient and classical learning, Paul
Strathern explores the intensely dramatic rise and fall of the Medici family in Florence,
as well as the Italian Renaissance which they did so much to sponsor and encourage.
Interwoven into the narrative are the lives of many of the great Renaissance artists with
whom the Medici had dealings, including Leonardo, Michelangelo and Donatello, as
well as scientists like Galileo and Pico della Mirandola, both of whom clashed with the
religious authorities. 

In his enthralling study, Strathern also follows the fortunes of those members of the
Medici family who achieved success away from Florence, including the two Medici
popes and Catherine de Medici, who became Queen of France and played a major role
in that country through three turbulent reigns. 

Vivid and accessible, the book ends with the gloriously decadent decline of the Medici
family in Florence as they strove to be recognized as European princes.
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评论

非常喜欢。不仅很全面的讲了文艺复兴的历史，还介绍了意大利十五十六世纪的无比混
乱的历史和欧洲的征战。意外之喜是把我最近读的狼厅和康斯坦丁堡的陷落都连贯起来
。太满意了！
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书评

美国大选结束第二天，豆瓣朋友毛樱桃安慰我说，
“文艺复兴时期的佛罗伦萨是一个多么动荡的地方，战争、黑死病、宗教狂烧书烧画、
政府一年换一届，There must be more hateful characters seizing power, but arts and
sciences flourished despite that. Let’s find solace a...  
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