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Esther Waters (1894) was one of the first English novels to defeat Victorian moral
censorship. George Moore's story of a mother's fight for the life of her illegitimate son
won Mr Gladstone's approval and was admitted, unaltered, into those bastions of
Victorian conformity, the circulating libraries. Esther Waters is forced to leave home
and become a servant in a well-to-do household. Seduced in a moment of weakness
she has to leave her position and the novel charts her poignant story of poverty and
hardship: first the lying-in hospital, then service as a wet-nurse, and even the
workhouse as she struggles to look after her child. Adapting the French literary
practices of sexual frankness and social exploration to the British climate, Moore
produced his masterpiece in Esther Waters. A landmark in publishing history, it is also
one of the finest of naturalistic novels.
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书评

当我们看到伊丝特有机会在弗雷德和威廉中选择一个作为丈夫的时候，伊丝特本人认为
她根本没有选择。因为她能预见到，在儿子已经知道亲生父亲是威廉的前提下，嫁给弗
雷德会造成儿子对继父的反感和对抗，直到有一天他年龄大到足够离家出走，他和他的
亲生父亲一起居住，并且染上酗...  

-----------------------------
利用暑假终于把爱尔兰现代作家乔治·莫尔的代表作《伊丝特·沃特斯》翻译完毕，交
给了出版社。莫尔虽有出任爱尔兰文学剧院总监和成为“爱尔兰文艺复兴运动”发起者
这样的经历，但他一生主要的文学活动及主要作品背景都是在英国，因此，如同王尔德
、叶芝、乔伊斯等人一样...  
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