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From AudioFile

Want to learn more about a country that will increasingly impact our lives for years to
come? Ride along with Gifford as he travels from Shanghai to Kazakhstan on Chinas
longest road. Youll think its the writer himself talking--so closely does Simon Vance
approximate his age, British nationality, and dexterity with the Chinese Ianéuage He
helps make you see the vibrant modernity of Shanghai and the beauty of the Gobi
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Desert, the pollution, cookie-cutter factories, and ubiquitous karaoke bars and enlivens
conversations with construction workers, bus passengers, and population control
personnel. At the end of this valuable listening experience, Gifford predicts Chinas
chances of makmé it as a major power. J.B.G. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award,
AudioFile Best Audiobook of 2007 © AudioFile 2007, Portland, Maine-- Copyright ©
AudioFile, Portland, Maine

From Booklist

National Public Radio China correspondent Gifford journeyed for six weeks on China's
Mother Road, Route 312, from its beginning in Shanghai for nearly 3,000 miles to a tiny
town in what used to be known as Turkestan. The route picks up the old Silk Road,
which runs through the Gobi Desert to Central Asia to Persia and on to Europe. Along
the way, Gifford meets entrepreneurs hoping to cash in on China's growing economy,
citizens angr%and frustrated with government corruption, older people alarmed at
changes in Chinese culture and morality, and young people uncertain and excited
about the future. Gifford profiles ordinary Chinese people coping with tumultuous
change as development and commerce shrink a vast geography, bringing teeming
cities and tin% towns into closer commercial and cultural proximity; the lure of wealth
is changing the Chinese character and sense of shared experience, even if it was
common poverty. Gifford notes an aggressive sense of competition in the
man—eat—maR atmosphere of a nation that is likely to be the next global superpower.
Vanessa Bus

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the
Hardcover edition.
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've been reading quite a lot of books on China, not simply because | love this country,
but I've never had a unified opinion about China. My own attitude towards China has
always been self-contradictory. This travelogue just echoes my confusion with lively...

58/ _EAEEE, Rob o
Giffolrg%%jié)%?, BLEBEE, LABRORMRESIRT . B/LDARILZT O
daniet A.

Bel) BISENENS, MIEREICRBRINEZNS| TMREZIRE, HEAZIEN
%E@o ENEENPREBARIEEIZE, Gifford MRIDETHRIFXSEHHE, FEX, 1B

Personally my deep love of this sentence makes it an intrinsic part of myself, and so
does the author. But, still, | can not see the connection of this citation to the whole
book. It is glued at the front and rear of the passage, but not being vivified. Ro...
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Kept listening to the audiobook on and off for about 2 months during the Covid19
lockdown. The author emphasized on the Road, be it the Road trip from Shanghai to
Xinjiang, or the pol|t|cal road China embarks on, which was very fascinating and
unigue. Some ..
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China Road: A Journey into the Future of the Rising Power It is a bit strange to find Rob
Gifford” s China Road in the travel section of my local bookshop. Route 312, where the
author traveled from end to end, is not exact your typical tourist route. Nor i..
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