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Allison and Gediman's newest omnibus highlights 75 more essays from the archives of
the successful NPR program, a contemporary version of Edward Murrow's classic radio
show. Culled from writers both legendary and previously unfamiliar, each essayist
presents what he or she believes in 500 words. From Robin Baudier's tract on Strange
Blessings, detailing her experience living in her parents' FEMA trailer after the
devastation of Katrina, to Michelle Gardner-Quinn's credo for upholding reverence for
all life (Quinn was tragically murdered after completing this essay) to Kim Phuc's essay
on Forgiveness, borne of her experience as that girl in the picture running naked,
napalm-burnt on a road near Saigon, each micro-essay stuns with its singular beauty,
lucidity and humility. Icons like Helen Prejean, Studs Terkel and Elie Wiesel find
estimable company in heretofore unknown writers who distill their individual truths
with affecting sincerity and admirable aptitude.
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