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What s literary theory? Is there a relationship between literature and culture? In fact,
what is literature, and does it matter? These questions and more are addressed in
Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction, a book which steers a clear path through a
subject which'is often perceived to be complex and impenetrable.

Jonathan Culler, an extremely lucid commentator and much admired in the field of
literary theory, offers discerning insights into such theories as the nature of language
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and meaning, and whether literature is a form of self-expression or a method of appeal
to an audience. Concise yet thorough, Literary Theory also outlines the ideas behind a
number of different schools: deconstruction, semiotics, postcolonial theory, and
structuralism, among others.

From topics such as literature and social identity to poetry, poetics, and rhetoric,

Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction is a welcome guide for anyone interested in
the importance of literature and the debates surrounding it.
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Mind that this is only the excerpts from this book, not a review.... C1 Theory 1. A theory
can't be obvious, it involves complex relations of a s stematic kind 2. Succeed in
challenging and reorienting thinking in fields other than those to which they app...
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