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This groundbreaking English version by Robert Fagles is the most important recent
translation of Homer's great epic poem. The verse translation has been hailed by
scholars as the new standard, providing an lliad that delights modern sensibility and
aesthetic without sacrificing the grandeur and particular genius of Homer's own style
and language. The Iliad is one of the two great epics of Homer, and is typically
described as one of the greatest war stories of all time, but to say the Iliad is a war story
does not begin to describe the emotional sweep of its action and characters: Achilles,
Helen, Hector, and other heroes of Greek myth and history in the tenth and final year of
the Greek siege of Troy. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

From Library Journal

Why another Iliad? Just as Homer's work existed most fullﬁ in its performance, so the
Homeric texts call periodically for new translations. With this in mind, Fagles offers a
new verse rendering of the lliad. Maneuvering between the literal and the literary, he
tries with varying degrees of success to suggest the vigor and manner of the original
while producm% readable poetry in English. Thus, he avoids the anachronizing of
Robert Fitzgerald's translation, while being more literal than Richard Lattimore's.
Fagles's efforts are accompanied by a long and penetrating introduction by Bernard
Knox, coupled with detailed glossary and textual notes.

- T.L. Cooksey, Armstrong State Coll., Savannah, Ga.
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