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Thomas Reid's excellent book, Inquiry into the Human Mind… affords us a very
thorough conviction of the inadequacy of the senses for producing the objective
perception of things, and also of the non-empirical origin of the intuition of space and
time. Reid refutes Locke's teaching that perception is a product of the senses. This he
does by a thorough and acute demonstration that the collective sensations of the
senses do not bear the least resemblance to the world known through perception, and
in particular by showing that Locke's five primary qualities (extension, figure, solidity,
movement, number) cannot possibly be supplied to us by any sensation of the
senses…
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– The World as Will and Representation, Vol. II, Ch. 2

作者介绍: 

Reid believed that common sense (in a special philosophical sense of sensus
communis) is, or at least should be, at the foundation of all philosophical inquiry. He
disagreed with Hume, who asserted that we can never know the what an external
world consists of as our knowledge is limited to the ideas in the mind, and George
Berkeley, who asserted that the external world is merely ideas in the mind. By contrast,
Reid claimed that the foundations upon which our sensus communis are built justify
our belief that there is an external world.

In his day and for some years into the 19th century, he was regarded as more
important than David Hume.[citation needed] He advocated direct realism, or
common sense realism, and argued strongly against the Theory of Ideas advocated by
John Locke, René Descartes, and (in varying forms) nearly all Early Modern
philosophers who came after them. He had a great admiration for Hume and asked
him to correct the first manuscript of his (Reid's) Inquiry.
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赫尔姆霍茨的无意识推理早在这本书里就有原型了,而且我以为这也决不是里德的首创.
关于视觉的部分既天真又严谨.还有很多被后来证实了的猜想,也许都是从不知名的前辈
里的得到的启示.他还观察星空,做不怎么标准的心理学实验. 那真是一个好年代.
ps:他也感叹地图绘制者的悲哀.哦,这...  
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