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Since the development of the modern state system in Europe four centuries ago, there
have been ten general wars involving a majority of the major powers and a high level of
casualties. Another major war is difficult to conceive of, since it would presumably be
the last such conflict, and yet it is not an impossibilit%. In this volume a distinguished
%roup of political scientists and historians examine the origins of major wars and

iscuss the problems in preventing a nuclear war.
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