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The second century B.C. allegedly the Chinese political philosopher Jia Yi composed
his Daoshu (Methods of the way). In this work he describes the early development of
terms for proper comportment, and it would eventually turn out to be an important
source for our knowledge of the early development of Chinese ethical thought. The
author of this new study, Rune Svarverud, defines a set of 112 key terms of early
Chinese ethics in the text Daoshu.

The second part is devoted to an annotated translation of the Daoshu chapter,
followed by a detailed analysis of the development of these ethical terms. In the first
part the author deals with the textual authenticity and transmission. This work is an
important contribution to our understanding of the roles of ethics in early China.
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Rune Svarverud, Ph.D. (1996) in Chinese, University of Oslo, is currently holding a
scholarship at the University of Oslo working on late Qing political terminology. He has
published articles on the Chinese political tradition. Svarverud is also coauthor of
Chinese-Norwegian dictionary (Kunnskapsforlaget/Wenyi chubanshe, 1997).
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