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This 1970s scholarly book provides a lot of information about the history of Jinan
between 1890 and 1949, much of it in English for the first time. As a source for facts and
research ideas, it is very good. It has drawbacks in other areas, however.

First, the entire point of the book seems flawed. Buck wanted to take a Chinese city
that had all the ingredients needed to turn itself into a modern Western-style city, and
see whether such a transformation could have taken place, and if not, why not. The
entire premise is that the Western-style city is the natural course for a city to take, and
China is somehow lacking for failing to develop in the same way as the West. In reality,
might it not be Western cities that are the anomalies?

In addition, Buck's conceptual framework, while dealing with Western ideas of the city,
makes only a passing reference to the work of Skinner, as though Buck was rushed for
time and could not fully incorporate Skinner's economic ideas into his thesis. Although
the title of the book claims that the book goes through 1949, in reality it stops
somewhere in the early 1930s, with a vague later section which merely repeats
then-current Communist rhetoric about turning "consumer cities" into "producer
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cities." This rhetoric is not subjected to critical scrutiny.

I wished for more maps and other visual material, as well as for more stories,
non-scholarly sources such as novels and plays, and other materials that would have
given a more vivid sense of the city. If one compares this book to the later 2-volume
work on the city of Hankow by Rowe, Buck's book does seem lacking; nevertheless, it
remains a valuable resource for students of Shandong province.

作者介绍: 

现任国际劳工组织(IL0)工厂改善项目(FIP)经理，拥有McGill大学MBA和ESADE商学院国
际管理硕士学位。该项目旨在将企业竞争力与改善后的劳工保护实践相结合。他与San
draWaddock在位于日内瓦的ILO总部创建了全面责任管理(TRM)模式以及FIP方法。他还
是英国剑桥大学研究助理、芬兰赫尔辛基商业学院访问教授、美国斯坦福大学访问学者
。先后供职于IBM、Agfa和美国Schlumberger公司。
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评论

中国近代城市史几乎被汉学家们瓜分了。负责研究山东济南的是David
Buck，此书早了点儿，史料性仍然很强。
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书评

海外的中国城市研究，历来存在着一定程度上轻重不均的情况。典型的是重沿海、轻内
地，重大城市、轻中小城市，即上海、北京等大都市成为学者们瞩目的焦点，相关研究
也可谓成果斐然，广大内陆二、三线城市却少有人问津。直到近一二十年，出现了罗威
廉对汉口、安东篱对扬州、王笛...  

-----------------------------
張玉法，<研究近代中國城市發展的一個案例>，《中央研究院近代史研究所集刊》第十
一期。內容介紹極為詳盡，後半部分有觀點討論，可作為學術史參考材料。
全文鏈接：http://www.mh.sinica.edu.tw/MHDocument/PublicationDetail/Publication
Detail_1056.pdf。  
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