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Product Description

These two volumes elucidate the manner in which there emerged, on the North China
plain, hierarchically structured, functionally specialized social institutions organized on
a political and territorial basis during the second millennium BC. They describe the
way in which, during subsequent centuries, these institutes were diffused through
much of the rest of North and Central China. Author Paul Wheatley equates the
emergence of the ceremonial center, as evidenced in Shang China, with a functional
and developmental stage in urban genesis, and substantiates his argumentvvith
comparative evidence from Nuclear America, Mesopotamia, Ecgypt, outh-East Asia,
the Mediterranean, and the Yoruba territories."The Origins and Character of the Ancient
Chinese City" seeks in small measure to help redress the current imbalance between
our knowledge of the contemporary, Western-style city on the one hand, and of the
urbanism characteristic of the traditional world on the other. Those aspects of urban
theory which have been derived predominantly from the investigation of Western
urbanism, are tested against, rather than applied to ancient China." The Origins and
Character of the Ancient Chinese City" examines the cosmological symbolism of the
Chinese city, constructed as a world unto itself. It suggests, with a wealth of argument
and evidence, that this cosmo-magical role underpinned the functional unity of the
city everywhere, until new bases for urban life began to develop in the Hellenistic
world. Whereas the majority of previous investigations into the nature of the Chinese
city have been undertaken from the standpoint of elites, "The Origins and Character of
the Ancient Chinese City" has adopted a point of view closer to that of the social
scientist than the geographer.

TEENE:

Paul Wheatley was professor and chairman of the Committee on Social Thought at the
University of Chicago. He was most famous for his work dealing with comparative
urban civilization. Some of his books include The Places Where Men Pray Together:
Cities in Islamic Lands, 7th to 10th Centuries; Nagara and Commandery, Origins of the
Southeast Asian Urban Traditions; and The Management of Success: The Moulding of
Modern Singapore (with K. S. Sandhu).
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