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The Guide provides detailed notes- cultural. historical, legal, literary, linguistic, social,
religious, scientific and medical - on a systematic basis, to all the references in Jane
Austen's later manuscript works. These include Sanditon, The Watsons, Lady Susan,
Plan of a Novel, and her Prayers and Poems. The Introduction gives the history of these
manuscripts in the Austen family, their publication, and the history of their criticism
from the 1870's to the present day.
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Brian Southam, formerly Chairman of the Jane Austen Society, pioneered the study of
the manuscript works in Jane Austen's Literary Manuscripts (1964, new edn 2000). He
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has edited Austen's Volume the Second (1963), the facsimile edition of Sanditon (1975)
and Sir Charles Grandison (1980); and revised the Oxford edition of Austen's Minor
Works (1969). His latest book is Jane Austen and the Navy (2000, new edn 2005).
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