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Reserved, honourable Mr Malik. You wouldn’t notice him in a Nairobi street – except,
perhaps, to comment on his carefully sculpted comb over – but beneath his
unprepossessing exterior lies a warm heart and a secret passion. Not even his friends
at the Asadi Club know it, but Mr Malik is head-over-heels in love with the leader of the
Tuesday morning bird walk of the East African Ornithological Society, Rose Mbikwa.

While Mr Malik hesitantly plans how he will ask Rose to the annual Hunt Ball, flashy
Harry Kahn arrives in town and makes it clear that he too has Rose in his sights. When
Mr Malik blurts out his feelings at the Club a wager is set - whoever sees the most birds
in a week will ask Rose to the ball.

With boats, planes and guides to get him to the choicest bird-watching spots in Kenya,
Harry Kahn's soon noting down everything from pearl-breasted swallows to
spur-winged plovers. But Mr Malik's not so easily beaten and with unorthodox methods
and far-flung adventures of his own, he's determined to stay in the game.
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评论

《译林》10年第二期 《东非鸟类指南》/2008/“Mr Malik” #01
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书评

该怎么说你喜欢一本书呢,说你喜欢它的封面,
儿童画风格的鸟儿们,以至于喜欢上书脊,蓝墨水描涂的手写花体A Guide to the Birds of
East
Africa,好像还留着主人印迹的笔记本;说你喜欢每一章起始时鸟的简图,以致于忍不住在
每章里面查找这种鸟儿隐藏的痕迹;说你在地铁里笑出声来,以...  
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