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One was a famous artist and a pioneering photo%rapher, the other an ardent collector
of photography, a curator and author--known to his many friends as "Mr. Photokina"
for his founding and curatorship of the legendary exhibitions at the Photokina
photography fair in Cologne. Man Ra¥ (1890-1976) and L. Fritz Gruber (1908-2005)
nurtured a professional and personal friendship for more than 20 years, enjoying that
particular closeness that can sometimes arise between artist and connoisseur. Gruber
was closely involved in projects such as Man Ray's solo exhibition at Photokina and the
bgokdl\/lan Ray Portraits, one of many now-collectable photography books Gruber
editead.

With an unsurpassed scholarly knowledge of Man Ray's work, over the course of
several decades Gruber and his wife Renate put together the collection that is the basis
of this book. (The collection itself now resides in Cologne's Ludwig Museum.) In
addition to Man Ray's photographs, sculptural work and objects, the book includes
extensive correspondence between Man Ray and Gruber and several essays on their
association. Against this broadly-drawn backdrop, a moving personal picture emerges
of the Grubers"diligent commitment to the work of this American artist. This volume
ﬁror]itdes many new insights on Man Ray, particularly within the final creative phase of
s life.
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Born in Philadelphia in 1890, Man Ray began his professional life as a painter before
taking up photography in 1915. In Paris during the 1920s his career as a fashion
photographer and portraitist took off, and it was there that he discovered the
Bossibdities of cameraless photography. He continued to paint and take photographs

oth in the United States and Paris until his death in 1976. He has been the subject of
major exhibitions at museums throughout the world, and is one of the best-known
photographers of the twentieth century.
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i can not read german,,and english contexts fit me uncomfortable...
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