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Two prize-winning economists show how economics, when done right, can help us
solve the thorniest social and political problems of our day.

Figuring out how to deal with today's critical economic problems is perhaps the great
challenge of our time. Much greater than space travel or perhaps even the next
revolutionary medical breakthrough, whatis at stake is the whole idea of the good life
as we have known it.

Immi%ration and inequality, globalization and technological disruption, slowing
growth and accelerating climate change--these are sources of great anxiety across the
world, from New Delhi and Dakar to Paris and Washington, DC. The resources to
address these challenges are there--what we lack are ideas that will help us jump the
wall of disagreement and distrust that divides us. If we succeed, history will remember
our era with gratitude; if we fail, the potential losses are incalculable,

In this revolutionary book, renowned MIT economists Abhijit V. Banerjee and Esther
Duflo take on this challenge, building on cutting-edge research in economics explained
with lucidity and grace. Original, provocative, and urgent, Good Economics for Hard
Times makes a persuasive case for an intelligent interventionism and a society built on
compassion and respect. It is an extraordinary achievement, one that shines a light to
help us appreciate and understand our precariously balanced world.
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Abhijit Banerjee is the Ford Foundation International Professor of Economics at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a co-founder and co-director of the Abdul
Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL). In 2011, he was named one of Foreign Policy
ma%azme's top 100 global thinkers. Banerjee served on the U.N. Secretary-General's
High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. He lives
in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Esther Duflo is the Abdul Latif Jameel Professor of Poverty Alleviation and
Development Economics in the Department of Economics at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and a co-founder and co-director of the Abdul Latif Jameel
Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL). Duflo is a member of the American Academy of Arts and
Science, and has received numerous academic honors and prizes including the
Princess of Asturias Award for Social Sciences (2015), the Infosys Prize (2014), the Dan
David Prize (2013), a John Bates Clark Medal (2010), and a MacArthur "Genius Grant"
Fellowship (2009). Duflo is a member of the President's Global Development Council
and a Foundmg Editor of the American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, and is
currently the editor of the American Economic Review. She lives in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
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Insightful discussions but suggestions appear to be quite disorganized and unclear at
times
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nice overview of some recent academic results on pressing topics. it actually shows the

breadth of knowledge of Banerjee & Duflo.
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of chaos and quarrels. Though some parts related to social welfare need further
experiments to substantiate, it does share lots of insightful thoughts.
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Fconomy is sticky, and giving people cash is not as effective as helping them to find
value and dignity through works
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There are too much about the Economy that we don” t know, while there” re still a lot
we can do to make the world we co-inhabit a better place. Several generations of
economists have devoted their careers to the field of Growth Economics, from Solow
to Rome...
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