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Mary Grant Bruce (1878-1958), also known as Minnie Bruce, was an Australian
children's author and journalist. While all her thirty-seven books enjoyed popular
success in Australia and overseas, particularly in the United Kingdom, she was most
famous for the Billabong series, focussing on the adventures of the Linton family on
Billabong Station in Victoria and in England and Ireland during World War I. Her writing
was considered influential in forming concepts of Australian national identity,
especially in relation to visions of the Bush. It was characterised by fierce patriotism,
vivid descriptions of the beauties and dangers of the Australian landscape, and
humorous, colloquial dialogue celebrating the art of yarning. Her books were also
notable and influential through championing of what Bruce held up as the
quintessentially Australian Bush values of independence, hard physical labour (for
women and children as well as men), mateship, the ANZAC spirit and Bush hospitality
against more decadent, self-centred or stolid urban and British values. Among her
most famous works are: A Little Bush Maid (1910), Mates at Billabong (1911) and Back
to Billabong (1921).
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