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> Five men stood behind a protective concrete wall at<br >the edge of a large clearing.
Slit openings in the wall<br >allowed them to survey the scene. Each had adopted
an<br >air of nonchalanceï¼Œ of clinical detachmentï¼Œ but there<br >was tension
in the air. One of the menï¼Œ standing fully six<br >and a half feet tallï¼Œ peered
through one of the wall slits.<br >At the center of the clearingï¼Œ he saw a dozen
technicians<br >scurry about a huge tarpaulin-covered device 138 feet in<br > meter
and twenty feet tall. Steam rose from under<br > tarpï¼Œ giving the device the
appearance of a sleepingï¼Œ<br >fire-breathing dragon. The image was not
inappro-<br >priateï¼Œ he thought.<br > He watched as technicians--his
technicians--checked<br >radio connections and adjusted guidance systems that<br
>had been checked and adjusted a hundred times before.<br >They worked
silentlyï¼Œ efficientlyï¼Œ as they had been train-<br >ed to do. That was good. There
could be no appearance of<br >nervousness. There was too much riding on today s
testï¼Œ<br >and appearances were often as important as perform-<br >ance in
matters like this.<br > A car drove upï¼Œ and two men in perfectly tailored Nazi<br
>uniforms got out. One was grotesquely overweightï¼Œ<br >though none dared
mention that fact to him. The other<br >was thinï¼Œ his gaunt features and sallow
complexion giv-<br >ing him the appearance of an animated corpse. They<br ><br >
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