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It was an afternoon in fall -- only a few days<br >before my twelfth birthday. As I
headed<br >home from the parkï¼Œ I bounced my basket-<br >ball. I listened to
music on my Walkman. And<br >I thought about my birthday.<br > I couldn t wait for
my party. My mom had<br >ordered a big chocolate ice-cream cake. All<br >my friends
were coming. It was going to be<br >great.<br > There was just one problem --
Taraï¼Œ my lit-<br >tle sister. Tara s fiveï¼Œ and she s a real brat. But<br >there was
no way to keep her out of the party.<br > I kept walking and bouncing the basket-<br
>ball. Maybe Tara will get chicken pox or<br >somethingï¼Œ I thought. Then she ll
have to<br >
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