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IntroJuction

PBLISIIED IN THE EARLY 1950S,

The Orcbids and Gambo Poker Club was dismissed

by critics as an innocent bit of syrupy ftoth.

"This slight, sentimental novella is nothing

more than a cloying spoonful of rock candy.
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Not only should you not expect a full meal,"

wrote The Tuesday Afternoon Post, "you should

take good care to leave the bathroom door

wide open--because the need to regurgitate 

may come over you at any moment." 

Other critics weren t so kind. "The writing
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