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One<br>1knew I shouldn tlaugh. | was in enough<br > trouble already. But it was
awfully hard not to.<br > Dad told mei'(E when he saw me outside in the<br> pouring
rain before he called tttts h~t~g f~mil~y<br > conferenceiaC \"Alexandra Warneri4E
this is no<br > laughing matter. We trusted you to take care<br > of Meg! There s
nothing funny about this.\"<br> And so here we all were gathered around the<br >
kitchen table. Mom and Dad were sittm% next<br>to each otheri"4(E both of them still
wearing their<br>office clothesi’4@ and Daddy hadn t even taken off<br>his raincoat.
They were also wearing those<br >superserious looks they get at these family<br
>conferences. My brotheria@E Markia@E Mr. Perfecti’a(E<br>was slouched in a
chbair'|'1/4CE looking bored. And I<br>was standing at the end of the table with my<br >
I<br>"
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