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Political science scholars consider the four-volume work Transitions from
Authoritarian Rule to be a foundational text for studying the process of
democratization, specifically in those cases where an authoritarian regime is giving
way to some form of democratic government. The most important of the four books is
without a doubt the fourth volume, Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain
Democracies, also known as "the little green book."

Transitions from Authoritarian Rule was the first book in any language to systematically
compare the process of transition from authoritarianism across a broad range of
countries. Political democracy is not the only possible outcome. Guillermo
O’Donnell, Philippe C. Schmitter, and Laurence Whitehead emphasize that it's not
the revolution but the transition that is critical to the growth of a democratic state. This
ground-breaking insight remains highly relevant as the ramifications of the Arab Spring
continue to play out.

作者介绍: 

Guillermo A. O'Donnell (1936–2011) was a prominent Argentine political scientist, who
spent most of his career working in Argentina and the United States, and who made
lasting contributions to theorizing on authoritarianism and democratization,
democracy and the state, and the politics of Latin America. His brother, Pacho
O'Donnell, is a well-known politician and writer.

Professor Philippe C. Schmitter was Professor of Political Science at the European
University Institute in Florence, Department of Political and Social Sciences until
September 2004. He was then nominated Professorial Fellow at the same Institution.
He is now Emeritus of the Department of Political and Social Sciences at the Europena
Univeristy Institute.

aurence Whitehead is Official Fellow in Politics at Nuffield and Director of the Mexican
Studies Programme. Among his special interests are US relations and European
relations with Latin America and current processes of democratisation. He is the
representative on the steering committee of the newly created Red
Euro-Latinoamericano de Gobernabilidad par el Desarrollo, which is supported by the
IDB and holds an annual conference in Barcelona. He is also Chair of the Europe-Latin
American section of LASA and of Research Committee 13 (on Comparative
Democratization) at IPSA. In that capacity he gave a keynote address to the annual
conference of the Brazilian Association of Political Sciences in Rio (July 2004). In 2002
he occupied the Alfonso Reyes Visiting Professorship at the Institut des Hautes Etudes
d'Amerique Latine in Paris. He also teaches the options on Mexican politics, the
international relations of Latin America, and on comparative social revolutions at the
Centre. His most recent publications are Democratization: Theory and Experience
(Oxford University Press, 2002) and an edited volume Emerging Market Democracies:
East Asia and Latin America (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002). Other publications
include Toward Democratic Viability: the Bolivian Experience (Jointly edited with John
Crabtree, Palgrave, 2001); International Dimensions of Democratisation (OUP 1996,
enlarged paperback edition, 2001), two chapters for the Cambridge History of Latin
America (on 'the development of state organisation since 1930', and on Bolivia since
1930) and a series of articles and chapters on various aspects of democratisation.
Earlier publications include Transitions from Authoritarian Rule (jointly edited with
Guillermo O'Donnell and Philippe Schmitter - Johns Hopkins University Press); Latin
America Debt and the Adjustment Crisis (jointly edited with Rosemary Thorp,
Macmillan); and The Central American Impasse (jointly edited with Giuseppe di Palma -



Croom Helm). He has also written various articles about Bolivia and about Chile since
Allende. He is editor of the OUP book series 'Oxford Studies in Democratisation'. He
was Acting Program Director at the Center for US-Mexico Studies of the University of
California, San Diego, in 1985-6 and co-ordinator of the Southern California workshop
on Political and Economic Liberalisation in 1995. - See more at:
http://www.lac.ox.ac.uk/laurence-whitehead#sthash.GCyDlqR5.dpuf
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评论

严格地说并无一个关于威权崩溃和民主转型的“理论”（讽刺的是四卷中理论性最强反
而是普沃斯基批判这类研究一章），而更多是从经验案例中发现可以构成理论的成分，
总结不同路径和需进一步讨论的问题，及提出政策路径。值得注意要点：基本还是在完
成现代化vs现代化不足或异种现代化大前提下，威权形成、崩溃和民主波折被视为现代
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化过程中国家力量强弱、工业化进程顺利与否、与先进国家关系、各产业与阶级力量对
比（尤其是中产阶级激进化程度）等形成的结果；与马主义关系微妙，将西欧北美视为
现代化“中心”地带而讨论其“边缘”即南欧南美的民主化，但又认为两地无阶级革命
条件，不成熟革命往往造成国家能力和工业化衰退、中产和小资产阶级恐惧且保守化，
在国际形势恶化时退化为威权以至法西斯政权；威权崩溃、民主化转型和民主巩固是三
个不同问题。

-----------------------------
四册的合集

-----------------------------
四本书的大合集...

-----------------------------
转型是个multilayered chess game。在critical juncture鬼知道会发生森莫。

-----------------------------
一句话总结：能不能转型得看天命（critical juncture）。文笔佶屈聱牙，不忍卒读

-----------------------------
极其晦涩难懂。。。
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