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Tabakat-I-Nasiri is a general history of the Muhammadan Dynasties of Asia, including
India from 810 A.D. to 1260 A.D. by Maulana Mirhaj-Ud-Din, Abu-Umar-I-Usman. This
was translated from the original Persian manuscripts by Major H.G. Raverty and the
book was first published in 1881 in the Bibliotheca Indica series by the Asiatic Society
of Bengal. This edition has been out of print for a long time and therefore the book is
being reprinted by the Society. The text and the notes together may be considered as
the repository of the “most varied and often recondite historical material” for the
p(ejriod between 810 and 1260 A.D. I sincerely hope that scholars will welcome this new
edition.

Preface

IN 1865 | was led to read the printed text of the Tabakat- i-Nasiri, published at Calcutta
in 1864, in search of materials towards a history of the Afghans and their country, which
is very much mixed up with that of India.

Having gone through a great portion of it, and Endmg it defective in many places, and
full of errors, I thought it advisable to examine the India Office Library MS., No. 1952,
from which the printed text was said to have been taken, went through the whole of
that work, and found that it also was defective, and contained numerous errors. |
found nothing, however, respecting the Afghans, except in' one place, and there they
were briefly mentioned in a few lines, but very characteristically.

| had already discovered, when in search of other mate— rials, what lamentable errors
the available Histories of India, so called, in the English language contained, and | now
found how they had arisen. With a view of correcting them, | made a translation of
those portion
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