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Upon his return to Los Angeles from a harrowing adventure in the South Pacific, Alex
is called upon by his friend Milo Sturgis to help solve the murder of a celebrity
author.For three months the police found no clues to the murder of Hope Devane,
psychology professor and controversial author of a pop-psych bestseller about men.
She was found stabbed to death on a quiet, shaded street in one of L.A. s best
neighborhoods. The evidence su§gested not random slaughter, but cold,

calculated stalking. And the list of potential suspects was as extensive as the audience
for her book and her talk show appearances.Newly assigned to the cold case,
homicide detective Milo Sturgis calls on his friend, Dr. Alex Delaware to seek out
insights into the victim s high-profile life. What Alex uncovers is a series of troubling
inconsistencies about Hope, including her contradictory personas: the sensational,
anti-male bestselling author versus the low-key scholarly university professor.But it is
when Alex delves into Hope s childhood that he begins to understand the forces that
made her the formidable woman she was--and the ties that entangled her life until the
horrifying act of betrayal that ended it.
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