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San Juan, Winter of 1958

In the early Fifties,when San Juan first became a tourist town,

an ex--jockey named .41Arbonito built a bar in the patio behindo

his house on Calle O Leary.He called it. Al s Baehyard and hung

a sign above his doorway on the stn et, wilh an arrow pointing be
tween two ramshackle buildings to the patio in back At.first he
served nothing but beet; at twenty cents a bottle, and rum, at a dime
a shot or fifteen cents with ice After several months he bagan serving
hamburgers, which he made himself.

It won a pleasant place to drink, espeeialy in the mornings when

the sun was still cool and the salt mist came up from the ocean to
give the air a crisp, healthy smell that for a few early hours would
hold its own against the steaming, sweaty heat that clamps San

Juan at noon and remains until long offer sundown.
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