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Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul was born in Chaguanas, Trinidad, on August 17, 1932.
His Hindu grandfather had emigrated there from West India as an indentured servant.
His father, Seepersad (1906-53), was a journalist, whose literary aspirations were
inherited by V.S., and his brother, Shiva. The family moved to Port of Spain, where
Naipaul attended Queenis Royal College. In 1948, he was awarded a Trinidad

overnment scholarship, which he used to study literature at University College,

xford, beginning in 1950. Following his graduation in 1953, Naipaul worked as a
free-lance writer with the BBC, hosting the program "Carribbean Voices," and with the
literary journal, The New Statesman. He married an English woman--Patricia Ann
Hale--in 1955. Since then, he has resided in London, travelling extensively and writing
many critically acclaimed novels, short stories, and essays. In 1990, Naipaul was
knighted by the Royal family.
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