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In this wonderful autobiography-funny, moving, exciting, reflective, history haunted-a
man writes in valedictory to his striving and achieving twenties and thirties, and to this
nation's sunny years under Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennedy. That the man is Russell
Baker, author of the classic Growing Up, assures us of the treasures to be mined in this
successor volume. From newsboy to college paper, to police reporter, rewrite man,
and White House correspondent for the Baltimore Sun, to New York Times Washington
bureau reporter and columnist: in outline these stages may read like a Who's Who
entry of steady rise in a spectacular journalistic career. It is the flesh that Russell Baker
puts on these bare bones that belies the ease of it all and invites the reader to share his
pitfalls and triumphs, his joys and hard lessons, from the mean and often homicidal
streets of Baltimore to a seat at the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, and from
watching Ike fish to sharing the calculated secrets of LBJ.
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