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CHAPTER<br > 1<br >Most families have preserved a memory of some moment that<br
>was their \"best of times.\" Our briefï¼Œ perfect season was the<br >summer during
which our sonï¼Œ Mikeï¼Œ reached twenty-two<br >months. Day after brilliant
dayï¼Œ at our modest seaside resortï¼Œ<br >the oldest living vacationer announced
that (a) the weather<br >e0uldn t last and (b) there had never been another
summer<br >like it. Each morning the sun rose in cloudless blue skiesï¼Œ a<br
>breeze from Long Island Sound tempered the heat and kept<br >away the bugsï¼Œ
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while the occasional rainï¼Œ that always seemed<br >to fall at nightï¼Œ maintained
a semblance of freshness. It was<br >easy to believe that the glorious weather would
go on foreverï¼Œ<br >as endless as the succession of low waves lapping against
the<br > 1<br >
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