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The Bard s comment wasn t written about downsiz-<br >ing pink slips. But it certainly
pertains to corporate sur-<br >vival ... and long before personnel officers recycled as<br
>human resourcersï¼Œ or headhunters numbed people with<br >unreturned phone
callsï¼Œ rather than poisoned darts.<br >It s not that the \"hiring Mafia\" (as I regard
some of my col-<br >leagues) are particularly insensitive these days. Those<br >\"While
You Were Out\" message slips simply pile up with<br >each wave of the newly
\"downsized\" and \"outplaced\"<br >(Godï¼Œ how I hate those terms[) faster than we
can call them<br >back. We can never accurately predict whether times are<br >good
or bad in terms of deserving people losing positions<br >through no fault of their
own.<br >
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