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Amazon.com Frequently portrayed as beer-guzzling， duck-shooting， wife-beating
bigots， Southern white men don't catch much of a break these days. Yet in Last Days
of Dog-Men， Brad Watson manages to portray this much-maligned beast with
empathy and insight. Equally important， he also manages to make clear the
importance of their dogs--an importance that can cut both ways. In the title story， for
example， a man has an affair that's consummated in the foam-rubber pole-vault pad
at the local playing field. When his wife finds out， she gets even the surest way she
knows how， by having his dog put to sleep. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title. From Publishers Weekly Dogs， in their simplicity and
certainty， have an emotional stature equal to that of the people whose souls they
seem to mirror in these eight precisely crafted stories. "Humans，" says the narrator of
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the title story， "are aware of very little， it seems to me， the artificial brainy side of
life... the doltish psychologies we've placed over our lives like a stencil. A dog keeps his
life simple and unadorned. He is who he is， and his only task is to assert this." This
narrator takes up jogging with a greyhound that helps him get back into shape， until
his wife has the dog put to sleep， to get back at him for cheating on her. In "The
Wake，" a highly symbolic， surreal tale， a stray dog's death beneath a man's house
coincides with his receipt in the mail of a packing crate that contains his ex-lover，
whose accusatory voice confronts him with past mistakes and failures and his
tendency， as it were， to let dead dogs lie. "Bill" concerns an octogenarian woman
whose main companion， a trembling， almost blind poodle， means more to her
than her husband， who's confined to a rest home. Dogs in these enigmatic stories are
inextricably linked with human destinies， marking the trajectories of lives，
marriages， jobs， secret affairs， divorces. Alabama-based Watson has uncanny
insight into canine psychology and， beyond that， into how people project their own
emotions， aggression， love and insecurities onto pets and the animal kingdom.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information， Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title. See all Editorial Reviews
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