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Preface<br> 1he hi(~"4aEntenniiv4Efl celebration of the United States has seen an<br
>1"4(Eq~parently endless outpouring of descriptions and praises of the<br >Amerkan
Eolitical heritage. It would appear that by July 4174 197614 all<br >would ~urelv
ave been said.-all facets of the American political<br >~iVaExpiVaEiVaCErien~ ~1V4E
~plored and even the more unlikely episodes in American<br >p~Hiti~ al higory
lauded.<br>Yet mu(h has been left unexplored and unsaid. To gain a true<br
>understanding of American politics we must move beyond mere<br >descriptions
and uncritical acclaim. We must engage in hard analysis<br >and a search for
Factsiva@E whether we find those facts and analyses<br >(()nrf()rting and supportive of
pastideas or disturbing and contrary to<br>them. ihis book presents the facts of
American politics and analyzes<br>them in an allempt to provide the student with a
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true understanding of<br >the American ~1"a(Eay of politics.<br> In presenting these
analyses and facts | have incorporated three<br>l)4sk qualilieiaCEiV4E int(i4CE this
honk qualitiela@E~ that dislinguish it from other<br > .m~"4E~iti"4Em [~()ilU ~
~(1aEXIb])(Jk~ and. i h~)peiVa h(ltp il (onv(iValEv an a~(umt~ivaE<br
>underivaGEivaCEtandu~gi4E4E ot the Ameri(:an way of politics. The first iti/4E<br
>~ 1VaCErgiaEmizati()nal: the disparate elements of American politics are<br
>organized and analyzed in a general framework that draws together<br >(~n~ pt +
fr(~m systems analysisiV4( structural-functional analysisia@E and<br >pu:i~ taE~ li~
~1VaEmal~"aEiivaEivaE This frameworkiVa | believe4(E serves as a useful<br
>meivaEm-+ (+t >~ ~VaE~ ++tirl~ t(> gtM(+nts without a strong background the
often<br>huwiiclering ek munts ~1 Ameri( an politics in an organizedi"aE
integrated<br>and Ih~ refl~r~ un(iim4E:"aErslandable way.<br > In thi~iV4E lhir(t
e(tilig()n | h'|'1/4CEn.'|'1/4CEe§vvml a gronger emphasis to poli(~V4EiVaE<br>aniVaCEfish4E
14E4E [hivaCul L didin the tirsl two edilionsiVz(E finding many elemenls of<br >polk
v anah ~"4is helpiul lo sludenbiVaE in their efforts to integrate the many<br >
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