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Esmay Suiza's family fears that her marriage to an offworlder will damage their
position. Barin Serrano's family fears that his marriage to a Landbride of Altiplano will
damage his career and their reputation. And those in the Space Service who have
received experimental rejuvenations fear they may have been given bad drugs on
purpose. Fear begets violent reactions -- and nothing escapes the resultant bloodbath
unscathed. As Esmay and Barin struggle to reconcile their tamilies, others have more
cosmic struggles to win.
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