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Amazon.com Author Tom Diaz makes no bones about his animus toward guns: he
wants to regulate the U.S. firearms industry to death--literally. Guns are responsible for
about 36, 000 deaths each year in the United States (more than half are suicides),
and so Diaz views them as a public health hazard requiring a massive government
intervention. Making a Killing is hardly a dispassionate treatment; Diaz himself is a
political activist (and a former Congressional aide). He suggests adopting strategies
used against cigarette makers and admires the success antismoking zealots have
experienced in their crusade. Much of his treatment focuses on the business of gun
making, especially its lightness of regulation and what he considers to be its
obsessive secrecy ("The firearms industry is a business so secret that it makes the
tobacco industry look like a model of transparency"). He is also appalled that
manufacturers make profits from these products and mortified that several leading
firearms producers are foreign-owned (is he equally alarmed about who makes most
of America's VCRs?). Making a Killing probably won't bring any new soldiers into the
antigun camp, but for those already thereitis a ready source of information and
outrage. --John J. Miller Jerome P. Kassirer, M.D. editor-in-chief, The New England
Journal of Medicine A compelling cry for government regulation. --This text refers to
the Paperback edition. See all Editorial Reviews
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