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From Publishers Weekly The fact that Alexandra Frye is a pseudonym for a suburban
New Yorker adds another level of intrigue to this wonderfully suspenseful tale. When
Bregnant Georgia Coffey, an affluent homemaker, finally discovers the perfect
abysitter for her son Justin, sheisexuberant. Atfirst, beautiful and intelligent
Harriet Major surpasses even Georgia's spoiled expectations: Justin falls in love with
her almost immediately; his mother finds in Harriet the confidante and helpmate for
whom she's been searchmé all her life. Tucked in the elegant, cozy hills of St.
George, N.J., Georgia's home epitomizes the American dream of affluent perfection.
Her husband, Lawrence Elgin Coffey, known as the Big Bear on Wall Street,
prospers in his career, loves hisfamily and indulges Georgia's every desire, from
sychiatrists to expensive haircuts and hi%hly paid babysitters. So why does Georgia
eel so insistently queasy, so interminably anxious? Something is amiss in fairy-tale
land, of course, and when Justin disappears with Harriet, a thrilling story of
profound deception, treachery, old Wall Street money and familial love unfolds.
Layers of plot build a compelling, attimes chilling, novel filled with convincing
dialogue and vivid characters. Aside from an overuse of some descriptive words
("metallic" is repeatedly employed to characterize a smell), the proseis brisk, fluid
and entrancing. While this tightly spun read may have all the nutritive value of cotton
candy, italsohasits pleasing flavor. Frye's smart writing and commercial savvy
suggest an auspicious future for this book and its author. Copyright 1993 Reed
Business Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title. From Library Journal Meet the Coffeys: Larry is a driven Wall Street hustler and
Georgiais a bright, spoiled, suburban mom with a three-year-old and one on the
way. Enter Harriet, ananny too good to be true. Georgia dismisses her feeling of
impending doom as pregnancy paranoia, since herson is so happy and Harriet works
so well. Suddenly, Larry'sjob unravels when his firm cleans house during a market
wobble, sending him scrambling for his life. Harriet vanishes with young Justin, and
the Coffeys come apart. As they struggle to cope with every parent's worst nightmare,
the Wall Street wolves close into exact their price for Justin's return. A taut,
fast-paced tale of suburban suspense, this is a sort of "the Nanny" meets "the Firm." A
popular choice for public libraries.- Susan Clifford, Hughes Aircraft Co. Lib., Los
AngelesCopyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of
print or unavailable edition of this title. See all Editorial Reviews
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