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From Publishers Weekly Rarely has a performing artist probed so searchingly and
satisfyingly into the wellsprings of creativity as ballerina Kirkland does in this
incandescently lyrical memoir written with her husband, whom she met while
knocking on the door of a dru% dealer's apartment. That is only one item of scandalous
interest in an autobiography that resembles Billie Holiday's Lady Sings the Blues in its
startling, brutal honesty. But, unlike celebrity autobiographies that mistake "juicy”
anecdotes for self-revelation, Dancing on My Grave is also an intellectually
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stimulating portrait of the artist at war with tradition, with family, friends, lovers
and colleagues, but most frustratingly, with herself. The 34-year-old Kirkland, who
triumphed at the New York City Ballet and American Ballet Theater in the 1970s,
reveals her one-time addiction to cocaine; that her affair with dancer Patrick Bissell
was predicated on their mutual addiction to the dru%; that both her romantic and
artistic relationships with Baryshnikov were untenable because of his adolescent and
unrelenting narcissism ("How was it possible that Misha's resources as an artist, so
evidentin performance, were different from those of his basic personality?"); that in
1981 she committed herself to a Westchester psychiatric hospital, even as she knew
that her anorexia, bulimia and drug addiction were only symptoms of deeper
emotional Eroblems. The memoir also serves as a devastating critique of the American
dance establishment that cannot be ignored. New York City Ballet founder George
Balanchine (who gave Kirkland amphetamine "vitamins" on a tour of the U.S.S.R)
emerges as patronizing, vindictive, petty butstill a genius. Through the 1970s and
early 1980s, Kirkland nearly paid with her life for "the passivity and guilt instilled by
the Balanchine 5¥stem”a dance theater that valued speed and form over dramatic
content. "Don't think, dance, "Kirkland was told. The ballerina's disaffection with
that dictum is at the heart of this book: "To speak through the dance, to articulate
something beyond the steps, was the precise art for which I struggled." Kirkland
spares neither the reader nor herself in this memoir full of poetic insights into art and
life, and we must be %rateful that the dancer, always "seen but not heard, "has at
last given her inner soul voice in this magnificent autobiography. 50, 000 ad/fpromo.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title. From Library Journal Prima ballerina Kirkland and her
husband have written an emotional diatribe about Kirkland's dance career. The ballet
equivalent of a "tell-it-all" Hollywood biography, thisis a horror story of pain,
anorexia, emotionaldifficulties, and casualsex, culminatingin fouryears of
cocaine addiction that brought her career to a standstill. At odds with both Balanchine
and Baryshnikov in herinsistence on putting her own dramatic interpretation into her
roles, sheis highly critical of Balanchine's training methods and Baryshnikov's
partnering skills, which she says lacked finesse both on and off the stage. Her serious
accusations that ballet training produces mindless mechanical dolls, and that the
rigors of the life drive dancers to drug abuse, are undermined by her shrill,
fragmented tone, making this a sad self-justification. Marcia L. Perry, Berkshire
Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass.Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.--This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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