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From Publishers Weekly DCI Neil Paget returns for another smoothly executed British
police procedural, Canadian writer Smith's fourth (following Candles for the Dead).
Successful contractor James Bolen, after a public argument with his brother Harry
over a new deal that's brewing, isfound stabbed to death in a posh hotel room in
Broadminster. Although the killer goes to some lengths to make it look like James had
roughed up a prostitute who then turned on him with a knife, the police see through
the clumsy scheme and bear down on the victim's family and business associates.
Paget soon discovers that James had recently assaulted his wife and angered his
brother by pushing a business deal that could have ruined the firm but satisfied
James's thirst for vengeance on a fellow contractor and relative. A second murder,
that of a prostitute who might have known someone involved in the case,
complicates matters. Although it becomes more difficult to sort out the truth as Paget
and his team continue to mvesti%ate, the murderer eventually overreaches himself.
Fans of the traditional British police detective mystery will find much to enjoy here. Neil
Pagetis an engaging, sympathetic character, andthe narrative's intricate twists
make for a lively read. (Mar. 20)shortlisted for an Arthur Ellis Award.Copyright 2001
Cahners Business Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title. From Library Journal Having guided readers on behind-the-scenes
tours of New York City's Ellis and Liberty Islands (Liberty Falling) and Mississippi's
Natchez Trace Parkway (Deep South), Barr returns to the West in her ninth mystery.
On a training assignment to study grizzly bears in the Waterton-Glacier National Peace
Park, nearthe Montana-Canada border, park ranger Anna Pigeon hikes into the
mountains with researcher Joan Rand and an Earthwatch volunteer, Rory Van Slyke.
But Anna's joy at retumm%to the wilderness quickly turns to terror when their camp is
ravaged in the middle of the night by a grizzly. Rory disappears, and in the mornin
the faceless corpse of a female camper is discovered. Was the woman the victim of the
same bear, orwas there a more sinister human element involved? While Barr's love of
nature and the outdoors shines through, her plotis rather formulaic and dull,

lacking the intensity and excitement of her better novels (Blind Descent, A Superior
Death). Still, herfans will want to read. [Mystery Guild main selection and Literary
Guild alternate selection; previewed in Prepub Alert, 1J 10/1/00.]DWilda Williams,
"Library Journal.-DWilda Williams, "Library Journal" Copyright 2001 Reed Business
Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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