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From Publishers Weekly In a surprising departure from her bestselling legal thrillers
(Mitigating Circumstances, etc.), Rosenberg tells a warmhearted story of divine
intervention and angelic miracles. Protagonist Toy Johnson is a charismatic teacher
who insists on thinking positively about the futures of the underprivileged children in
herinner-city school in Santa Ana, Calif. Though Toy is beautiful (she has "flaming red
hair"; her skin is "as translucent as the finest silk”) and wealthy, sheisunhappy: she
has been unable to conceive, and her surgeon husband does not sympathize with
her need to donate money to the needy families of her young charges. Idealistic Toy
craves "magic, miracles, overnight solutions." She has had this sense of mission
since the day she suffered cardiac arrest, when she had a vision in which she helped
an autistic boy. Now, having decided that she needs some space to consider a
separation from her husband, Toy goes to New York, where she suffers recurrences
of cardiac arrest, each time having vivid dreams of saving children from grave danger.
Yet these children turn out to be real, and mounting evidence indicates that her
lifesaving actions may occur during out-of-body astral projections. Soon Toy
understands that sheis an angel, deputized on missions of mercy. Rosenberg's
fervid, exalted prose often soars to melodramatic heights, and her basic premise
requires the same kind of belief that draws readers to The Celestine Prophecy. She
eschews heavy-handed sermonizing, however, and intriguing plot twists keep the
narrative moving briskly. Literary Guild main selection; audio rights to Penguin
Highbridge; author tour. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. From Library
Journal Toy Johnson, ateacheratan urban Los Angeles school who cannot resist
heleg children in trouble, has strange but realistic dreams in which she aids
children around the world. As her marriage to a wealthy, selfish doctor falters, Toy
begins to experience heart problems, during which these strange dreams become so
vivid that she bears physical scars afterward. During a visit to New York City, her
Eh sical problems and dream sequences reach a peak after she is arrested for
idnapping a child in Kansas whom she dreamed she saved from a fire. A mysterious
and ethereal transit cop may be her only salvation. In a departure from her best-selling
suspense tales like Mitigating Circumstances (LJ 12/92), Rosenberg offers a
well-written work of hope and faith that is sure to be popular. Highly recommended for
public libraries. [Literary Guild alternate; previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ
10/15/94.]-Heather Blenkinsopp, Mercy Coll. Lib., Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.--Heather
Blenkinsopp, Mercy Coll. Lib., DobbsFerry, N.Y.Copyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc. See all Editorial Reviews
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