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Preface ON JULY 4, 1776, the representatives of the second Continental~8ress took
their final vote on a resolution written byVkginia delegate Thomas Jefferson, known as
the~tion of Indeﬁendence. With that ordinary vote, madel17 those ordinary men,
America made the extraordinarychoice to declare itself free and independent from
Greatlkitain. The day has gone down in more history books thanCan be,counted, and
the Declaration of Indeoenden~ ;~
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