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Chapter One<br >WHEN THE AIRLOCK SIGNALED READINESS TO OPENï¼Œ IAN<br
>and I were positioned strategically with our handguns<br >readyï¼Œ one on either
side of the lockï¼Œ ready for<br >anything. Anythingï¼Œ that isï¼Œ except what we
actually<br >found. Our intruder was approximately two months<br >old andï¼Œ if the
noise it made was any indicationï¼Œ was<br >just as displeased with being there as
we were to find it<br >there. We both stared at itï¼Œ dumbfoundedï¼Œ for
seconds<br >before I recovered enough to punch up the scannersï¼Œ<br >to try to get
a glimpse of the departing shuttle that had<br >left it; and by then it was too late.<br >
While I was activating the scannersï¼Œ Ian examined<br >the physical evidence: the
infant itself and the accout-<br >rements that came with it. By the time I d given up
on<br >the scannersï¼Œ he had the baby in his arms and was<br >patting it
affectionately on its heavily padded rear. A<br >very touching sceneï¼Œ that. Except
that the brat was<br ><br >4tL<br ><br >
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