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From Publishers Weekly Second in Parry's praised Civil War series (after Faded Coat of
Blue), thisuncommonly engaging historical drama, the second to feature Abel
JonesAUnion officer, reluctant detective, and loyal confidential agent for President
LincolnA stirs the imagination with its vivid color, gripping suspense and wartime
historical accuracy. In the winter of 1862, Major Jones, animmigrant Welshman
now in the Union Army, is sent to northern New York to investigate rumors of an Irish
insurrection amon% those who oppose the war. Two federal undercover agents have
already been brutally murdered, and Jones knows this will be a delicate and
dangerous mission. He boldly sets out for the prosperous town of Penn Yan, N.Y.,
with no disguise or cover sto%, proclaiming to all that he is there to investigate the
murders and the rumors of rebellion. His presence is at once feared and welcomed,


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

and he naturally becomes the target of the Irish troublemakers, members of a group
called Whiteboys. The Irish insurrection, however, isonly the frontfor a larger
operation, and Jones soon finds himself in even deeper personal and professional
danger. Aided by beautiful Nellie Kildare, who is either a madwoman or a mystic,
and thwarted by the manipulative man who passes as her father, Jones and his
thieving and conniving friend, Jimmy Molloy, uncover a plot that threatens to
cripple the North. Jones is an endearing literary character who should gracefully
weather further sequels. He is a war hero who hates war almost as much as he hates
horses, admits he does not understand women and thinks the ancient Greeks were a
bad sort. Bright but not brilliant, flawed but not troubled, Jonesisan ordinary man
with an extraordinary sense of duty. Parry has created a thoroughly likable and
believable character and engages him here in a riveting adventure. (Sept.) Copyright
2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title. From Library Journal In 1862, many Northerners still
maintained the validity of preserving the Union. However, they were not all
enthusiastic in this endeavor. In the small town of Penn Yan, NY, aFederal agent,
sent to investigate a possible Irish insurrection against the U.S. government, is found
murdered. As In Parry's first novel, Faded Coat of Blue, prim Welshman Abel Jones
is once again called upon employ his deductive powers to determine why the agent
was found hanging with the "pitch cap" (hot tar poured over a victim's head) set upon
him. Slowly, Abel begins to unravel the real mystery behind the Irish troubles with the
help of newfound friends and a beautiful, mysterious girl. Parry's supporting
characters arerich, human, andvery likable, almost more so than the hero
himself, whose Puritan personality takes some getting used to. But as the story
progresses, Abel's human side begins to become more evident. This is a highly
readable mystery; Parry's talent in character development will leave the reader asking
for more. Highly recommended for all public libraries. [For another Civil War mystery,
see Anne Perry's Slaves of Obsession, LJ 8/00.DEd.]DLoretta M. Davis, Broward Cty.
Libs., Pembroke Pines, F.-DLoretta M. Davis, Broward Cty. Libs., Pembroke
Pines, FL Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out
of print or unavailable edition of this title. See all Editorial Reviews
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