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Does Christianity have an essence? How should the identity of Christianity be defined
in the modern world? As early as 1903, German theologian Ernst Troeltsch began to
question the then-popular concept of an "essence of Christianity." In his search for
alternative categories and methods for conceptualizing Christianity and its potential
roles in modern society, Troeltsch immersed himself in the study and analysis of
Christian history. This book demonstrates the intimate connection between
Troeltsch's philosophical writings on the essence of Christianity and his historical
investigations of Christianity's past, focusing on Troeltsch's conceptions of Christian
origins, historical development, and the ideal types of church-sect-mysticism. Pearson
argues that as a result of his historical work, Troeltsch moved beyond the category of
essence and sought new ways of theorizing Christian identity in the context of
modernity's pluralistic yet fragmented society.
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