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To every family there comes a time

when someone who is ill or injured or

convalescent must be, or could be, taken

care of at home. An illness may be so
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trivial and fleeting that no special nurs-

ing skill is needed, other than placating

an irritable and grumpy patient who isn t

sick enough to be tractable. Other ill-

nesses may be chronic, prolonged, require

rearrangement of a room of the house,

perhaps some special equipment, and un-

remitting care of a bedfast patient. For

many illnesses, of course, hospital care is

mandatory, at least in the acute stages.
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