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It's a difficult time for William Dougal - he's given up smoking. To make matters worse,
a touch of blackmail persuades him into doing a job for his old adversary James
Hanbury. Nothing complicated - all he has to do is keep an eye on Dr Vertag, the leader
of a lunatic fringe survival group, The Sealed Servants of the Apocalapse. But he has
hardly started when the barman who tried to warn him off is murdered. 

Suddenly - coincidentally? - Zelda appears from Dougal's murky past. Zelda is big,
black and very beautiful. Just as suddenly she is kidnapped from his flat. Dougal's
natural desire to rescue her plunges him into a maelstrom of criminal activities. And
then there's Malcolm - an aficionado of Proust, a convicted drug-dealer, a man with the
moral code of a large and violent toddler. Fortunately, on the whole, he thinks of
Dougal as a friend. 

The shadow of James Hanbury hangs over everything. Like truth itself, Hanbury is
rarely pure and never simple...
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