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This comic novel, first published in 1976, about a feisty Jewish girl child growing up
in a wealthy bourgeois Brooklyn family in the 1920s is evoked by a conciousness
witty, authentic, and memorable. Alone, Allegra must learn about what it means
to be female, aboutsex, andaboutdeath. She must reconcile the bigotries and
limitations of her difficult family, and give and receive love however she can. There
are memorable scenes in school and summer camp, with friends, and with older
Firls and women. Throu%hout, the voice of Allegra remains compellingly defiant and
ovable--and, asTillie Olsen says, "braided with laughter."
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