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From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Holmes (Suburban Safari) has been uncomfortable with the notion
that | was an animal apart, a sort of extraterrestrial on my own planet. Hence, she
examines her animal self, hoping to clarify my identity in the natural world. As in her
previous works, she uses the mundane to make larger points about life and the human
condition. Beginning each chapter in a scientific mode, she then glides into more
personal reflections (I'm most aware of my brain when | encounter its limitations) and
then compares humans with other animals: My wad of wiring is so hot and bothered
that it puts all the world's other brains to shame. Or does it? Holmes thus continually
underscores that humans are not nearly as different as many would have us believe.
Forexample, a surprising number of species communicate fairly well, and prairie dogs
actually have a sizable vocabulary. Holmes's optimistic conclusion is that we are the
only species capable of thinking about the effect of our actions and acting against
narrow self-interest, even if we don't always do so. Holmes makes the scientific
personal in prose that is juicy and humorous, if occasionally a bit too cute. (Jan. 20)
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TEENA:

Hannah Holmes (born 1963) is an American writer, journalist, essayist, and science
commentator for Science Live (Discovery Channel) and radio shows such as Maine
Things Considered. She has published four books, most recently Quirk: Brain Science
Makes Sense of Your Peculiar Personality (Random House, 2011). She has published
articles online and in magazines includin%Sierra, New York Times Magazine, L.A.Times
Magazine, Outside, Islands, and Escape. She earned a B.A. from University of Southern
Maine in 1988, and lives with her husband in Portland, Maine.

www.hannahholmes.net/
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