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Given its surprising beauty and assured voice, it's hard to believe that "When | Forgot"
is Elina Hirvonen's first novel. While on her way to the hospital where her brother is
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institutionalized, Anna experiences a moment of recollection so arresting it shatters
her world -- a recollection of searing pain and madness. Exploring psychological
trauma, the boundaries of memory, and the political ramifications of September 11,
2001, "When | Forgot" offers gripping insights into the universal themes of suppressed
pain and, above all, retaining a sense of hope in an increasingly grim world.
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