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“This book stron%Iy suggests the new series  ‘Law, Society, and Culture in China’
will be indispensable for anyone interested in Chinese or comparative law. The focus of
this volume is civil law. However, economic and social historians cannot afford to
ignore it. ... It clearly marks the beginning of a new era in the study of Chinese law,
society, and culture.” —Journal of Asian Studies
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The authors of this book take a revisionist view of imperial China's legal
system.(Perdue) American scholars of Chinese legal history have so far concentrated
their endeavors on criminal law, and Chinese and Japanese specialists have focused
more on the imp...
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